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2) The language allowing the code official to approve testing a sample of a builder’s residences rather than every residence was simplified. This
still requires air leakage testing, but removes the impractical record keeping related to groups of homes, the similarities between the houses
and the confusing 120-day period in DOE’s change. (Sections 402.4.1.2.1 and N1102.4.1.2- Sampling.)

3) The required air conditioning efficiency in the most southern zones (zones 1 and 2) is 16 SEER with a 13 EER, as opposed to a 12.5 EER in
DOE’s proposal. The higher EER matches the EER specified in the current tax credit for energy efficient equipment and Consortium for
Energy Efficiency’s (CEE) Tier III. A higher EER means better equipment performance during electric utility peak loads on the hottest days.
(Sections 404.2, N1104.2)

4) Fossil fueled combustion must be sealed combustion, induced draft, or power vented. Combustion equipment that relies on a natural draft
utilizes the wasted heat to get warm air to rise up a chimney. More efficient equipment sends much less heat up the chimney, weakening the
natural draft. The combination of a weaker natural draft and the tighter building enclosure proposed here can lead to back drafting, therefore
combustion equipment is required to be sealed combustion, induced draft, or power vented to avoid indoor air quality problems. (Sections
403.5 and N1103.5- Mechanical ventilation.)

Approval of this code change will greatly increase the energy efficiency of the I-codes and move significantly towards the goal of an energy
code that is at least 30% more energy efficient.

Cost Impact: The code change proposal will increase the cost of construction.
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Proponent: Bill Prindle, ICF International, representing the Energy Efficient Codes Coalition; Jeff Harris, Alliance to
Save Energy; Harry Misuriello, American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE); Garrett Stone, Brickfield,
Burchette, Ritts & Stone; Steve Rosenstock, Edison Electric Institute; Brian Dean, ICF International

Revise as follows:

401.2 Compliance. Projects shall comply with Sections 401, 402.4, 402.5, and 403.1, 403.2.2, 403.2.3, and 403.3
through 403.9 (referred to as the mandatory provisions), and 404.1 and either:

1. Sections 402.1 through 402.3, and 403.2.1 and 404.1 (prescriptive); or
2. Section 405 (performance).

Reason: This proposal is intended to add in the mandatory requirements that can be approved for the IECC in this cycle. This proposal is a
placeholder to allow the committee to add all sections, and includes the lighting section 404.1 as a mandatory section.

Cost Impact: The code change proposal will not increase the cost of construction.
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THIS IS A 2 PART CODE CHANGE. PART I WILL BE HEARD BY THE IECC COMMITTEE. PART II WILL BE
HEARD BY THE IRC BUILDING/ENERGY COMMITTEE. SEE THE TENTATIVE HEARING ORDERS FOR THESE
COMMITTEES.
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